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Cornet  Oii  CECRA  Site  Report 

By  tlie  fvior<i£na  Dep?.rtment  of  Health  and  Envircnmenta!  Sv-^iences 


Investigation  of  site  to  begin  tliis  summer 


i . 


In  196.5  opemticr.G  began  at  the  Comet  OilRe-re-fining  plant  contaminants  have  r°.ached  .so'Js  ?n,i  ground*'aior  at  tfie  site.    A 

j  'nx'at '.  i  Ai  I/Kicv/ood,  x  i.^mmurif/  ad;3ce:t.  Co  3iliuig3.  The  facility  potentii\l  exists  for  air  contamin.xtion  primarily  dec  to  bl.'/T/ijit'  durt 

i  t.iised  refining  optrsfoiis  \n  198-''- but  stcr?.d  wiui'e  oil  until  1990  fiomcontarr.inaied soils.  Anumbercfwellsarelocaiediwtnrwt.* 

i  w'k'f:  a.d  activities  ceo.jca    'l"he  Coniv'.t  Oil  site.  Ls  soon  to  be  Inclu'jing  wells  used  for  dOmesuc,  agncullur^i  arid  inoi'Litiiii 

I  invifdj-iled  v/idci   tlie  ov.Tsi^r.t  of  ilie  slnre  Co.Tiprelensive  puiposes. 


<  - 


i;,- vri':iir.-.ertaiRcsv>cr";-:eCon:penscJ.ionLnQR^sponseAct(CECRA) 


Preliminary   sits    studies    showed   contimination    oi" 


j  p.vijrcun  admiaiste/ed  b>  the  Montana  Dcpaitnient  of  Health  and     grour.dwater  at  a  depth  of  18  feet  and  of  soiJs  a:>  deep  as  20  fee.:. 

Labcmtory  analysis  of  the  groundwater  sample?  sho'i'e.d  lOcirton- 
bascd  compfjund?  typically  found  m  waste  oils.  The  u.-aina?>;  dilch 
wh.ch  runs  east  of  tlie  property  discharges  to  the  Yeuowt;ione  Ri  vor 
ihtee  quart'irs  of  a  mile  north  of  the  site  and  Iios  ihe  potential  to  cany 
ccntaminants  to  the  river.  The  exact  natiue  and  extent  O)." 
contamination  is  vet  to  be  determii\ed. 


!  ►Tiivu.our.i.v.r U  Sciences. 
I 

I  '^v  I'flre  fo  ibt  die  locs'xd? 

,  ITio  Cornet  Oil  sie  cov!;r.?  appioximaLely  tiirce  acres  in 

i  '..•■.;.K'-/ood.  The  pLntj.s  two  niijey  e:j.'.tOf:do'viUown  B^lings  on  d-e 
'  -'^ntaiTc  rcAl  whir.h  vavs  parallel  to  U.S.  L'licrstate  90  in  aprimarily 
i-LoiTvi  ar.d  atricultur:ii  pjex 

\  W*jar  w£s  Oje  <iit  useci  fo.-; 

Coaut  Oh.  ov.r.fj  by  Moun.;uii  States  Petroleum 
Cr.r.xvaaon,  of  Eiilings,  refined  used  motor  od  bt^cinning  in  ?965. 
'>ie  r."J.  >a.s  tre.ited  <:/ii!»  acid  xnd  fill;red  to  remove  metal 
coriiuir.iTiarts.  The  .Tie'als  in  the  oi'  -A'cre  the  result  of  en^ne  wear 


What  is  the  next  step? 

The  Montana  Depart.ment  of  Health  ima  ^^nv-xonir.cntii 
Sciences  (Ml^JrlES)  has  add.^1  the  Come:  Oii  site  to  its  ast  of  ;•  ti^i'o 
CECRA  si;es.  By  law  tne.  state  nrost  offei  to  tiie  responsible  p.-iiiy 
the  opp«irtuniry  to  conduct  the  i:vcsrigatior'.  of  Uic  site  1>.e  parr/ 
responsible  for  the  site,  l^lountiiin  Stxites  Petroleum,  will  inves.i^iate 


:?..!  h.aded  iui*.l.  The  oU  waj  then  heated  t.)  remove  an>  volatile  contamination  problems  ai  the  site  under  state  o%ersighl  Ml.'ffi.'-J 

;.;.-.ra,T,in.'tnLs  ar.d mcistrjre.  has  negotiated  "ftTtii  ?vIounfx>Jp  States  Petio.'cu.m  Cyrptrat^oi  rn 

;  administradve  order  on  consent,  w.iuch  ".saiega.'  cocuiren.'c'irecani' 

ho^v  did  site  coatira'jcatioD  occur?  ir.vesLigarion  of  the  3ite.  CJnder  tlie  oratr,  ine  company  rn>j;t  .'i.s'j 

j             Co-iuvnlnation  at  ilie  d^f.  may  f.ave  resulted  iixir.i  sevenJ  evaluate  'iite;r)at"es  for  site  remedy- 

pnciict;;;  MOVIHS  relsast  d  the  aiministrarive  order  en  consent  to  tiie 

'              1.  Acid-ir.creJs  sludge  and  clav  uscri  for  rriteriiig  were  public  Augiist  9  b«5gmiurig  a 'lO-day  public  com.T.eat  period  on  th; 

^''JsV.".-<f'-dylIrai.linodpii30n;heji.-opfity.ThepitS''veresuhsequcntiy  order.   (For  more  infonnaticn  about  the  comment  pehod,  please 

1  LO  /!t:ed  vv-i»h  iit  and  .stili  exist  on  site.  refer  to  "i-r.w  'Wi  the  public  bt  involved  >n  tliis  orocesi?'; 

1              2.  'Jpillage  uf  jiis  ana  o'lier  ivastssrssilt-ng  lit;mp.-'::daci  ur'esdgr.tiTr  orthe.'!;te^--^ii;Cludein.;tiulinganas£jnp';n;-; 

j  n.-.Ti.0.;n5:  occiir/ed  o^er  liie  yf^n.    .'n  Mt/,-h  1983   tl.';  site  wes  .ii.ore  nKirdtoring  '^elii  to  get  mere  in,^Qimction  abon'  ;iV0L.';dwat;' 

j  ■'i':da;Jieda.i(i  80,010  63  J XVJOO  gallons  of  liseo.  oil  was  .sj'ilkd,  cor.taminatio.'-i  &na  fiatner  soils  and  diich  scdime.nt  sinpL'ng. 

i  ;r.i'o>wUtnotaUoi'\viuchw.is.s'jhseqiient]7'-e;cvei"ecctndaJ.r^>o.ved-  Moir.'iLiinSftuccPstr./le'jiT.v/iiiaiso  gather  uifcrruticAaLxiLi  v. cl.; 

I  .:r.jpiiie'Jma'i;i-udflowe/J,ontcM.iur.t'Jr:Sta.tj>.3PetiT3leumpawrfy  within  cnc-hdl'"  mile  rJ.  'he  siie.   The  c'jmpa'V,'  wlV,  cc\le.:t  othf,: 

j  aj. veil o.-£:diac£-n'pToperi7iotr.c.ioi-h,?ndic'ad'.lcheasiof tie siti.  peTtL^?n!■  infcrmiit'or' sur.h  as  histcrici!  use  ot  die  site,  current  laivJ 

J              'i  Varie>is  hazjidous  riaieiiaL;  may  iiave  bctn  mix.;d  with  mm  and  s;ufac3  water  *lowj. 

I  or  cr/fitai-ied  m  the  waste  oil  which  was  bandied  at  &,::  plati'.  MDHES  will  conduct  :he  nsk  asses:;n.ent  for  the  ':i.\'..  Ttiic 

I  itep  in  the  process  mtiudt-s  evalvuiting  site,  rontairdra-.ts  ."jvJ  v/tuv. 

rii'jc  they  poso  to  "jublic  beaith  .ir.d  ihe  environmri/t.   Tre  en:irr. 
invcr.tig^cion  is  extiectec"  to  lavt  tv/o  yeari. 


|l)i>t  contaFiii^atioQ  is  Jt  the  sits? 

Ccnt>:ijniiaric'i  a*.  I'ie  S'lt  inciudis  .».cid  sludge  cot.va'nMg 
'f-;d  arid  udii-:  inareriiJj.  wasit-  c/i  a-id  .■rldorlnated  i'olvenL-;.  These 


Printed  on  racyciad  paper 


( 


Update 


How  can  the  public  be  involved? 


Public  involvement  is  vital  to  the  success  of  tlie  site 
investigation  andiemedy  process.  The  public  is  encouraged  to  learn 
more  about  site  issues  and  to  voice  que^vStions,  concerns,  and 
suggestions.  MDHES  is  currently  preparing  for  the  remedial 
investigation,  or  information-gathering,  portion  of  the  process.  It  is 
impotunt  th;it  the  public  become  involved  early  in  the.se  Livestigadons 
so  ali  perspectives  about  the  site  can  b.^  considered  and  conceins 
address-id. 

Tliere  are  a  number  of  ways  the  public  can  be  involved  in  the 
site: 

1 ,  Fnnn  a  citizens  ^n'onn: 

At  several  site^,  residents  have  foimed  ci(±zens  groups  that 
meet  regularly  and  work  closely  widi  MDHES.  Currently,  no 
citizens  group  exists  for  tlie  Comet  Oil  site,  but  MDHES  encourages 
the  public  to  form  a  group.  Citizen  groups  are  organized  and  run  by 
tlic  citizens.  MDHES  stiiff  is  available  to  help  make  presentatioas 
and  discuss  site  issues  with  these  groups. 

2.  Qbtain  progress  reports: 

MDHES  will  publish  periodic  progress  reports  such  as  this 
one.  Tnese  progress  repoits  ai'e  sent  to  interested  parties  who  have 
requested  they  be  placed  on  tiie  MDHES  mailing  list.  K  you  want 
to  be  en  the  fpaiiuig  list  o.r  are  net.  sure  if  you  are  on  it,  please  fill  out 
and  send  in  the  mailing  Uyt  tomi. 


"3.  Contqpt  ?Hf-  project  officer  and  public  infoitTL^dnp  officer; 

MDHES  Comet  Oil  site  Project  Officer  Kevin,  JCiiiey  and 
Public  Information  Officer  Jane  Stiles  are  .tvailahle  co  dis(;ass  the 
project  with  the  public,  either  individually  or  at  group  meetings 
You  can  reach  Kevin  or  Jane  by  calling  the  MDH£.!i  CTC'aA/ 
Scperfurdtoll-nee  n umber m Helena;  l-S0O-64S-y465,&om  8  a.m. 
to  5  p.rn.,  weekdays,  except  holidays.  TheML'HES  .iddres3'.=;'3?6 
Front  SL,  Helena,' Ml^  596.20. 

4.  Review  site  docuTnents  at  inibrmation  reposJtorie^;: 

Documents  about  the  Comet  Oil  CECPA  site  can  be  foujid 
at  the  follosvuig  locations: 

-  State  Library  in  Helena 

-  Biiliiigs  Parm.ley  Public  Library  (two  copies  will  be  !'-:-'ct 
here.  One  copy  will  be  available  for  check-out  and  the  other  will  b.*, 
kept  in  the  reference  section.) 

5.  Submit  comments  durine  public  comment  periods: 

MDHES  will  hold  a  public  comment  period  from  Ai\;;;iSt  9 
to  September  9  about  the  admiriistrative  order  on  consent  and  Vr  oik. 
plan.  If  you  have  comments  about  either  or  bodi,  please  send  then. 
to:  Ke'/inKirley, Montana  DepartmencoiHealtharidEnvironrTienfi'l 
Sciences,  836  Front  Street,  Helena,  MT  59620. 


if  you  have  questions,  comments  or  concems 

about  the  Comet  Oii  CECRA  site,  please  call  our 

toll-free  CECRA-Superfund  hotline  in  Helena. 

1-800-648-8465 

8  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  weekdays,  except  holidays 


I  -\i*e  you  on  om*  maiJiug  list? 

j  If  yoa  wish  your  nsrne  to  be  adde<i  to  o.i  deleted  from  the  inaiL^ng  list  for  the  Coniet  Ou  CECR^V  site 

or  if  you  v'ish  to  update  your  .address,  please  tiU.  out,  detach,  and  mail  the  following  forni  to  Tank  Stiles., 
Montana  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  836  Front  St.,  Helena.,  MT  5962G. 
Name 


Address 


City,  State, 


Zip 


325  copiers  of  this  public  document  were  pubiished  lit  an  estimi'ted  cost  of  3-1  i  p<;.:  copy,  for  a  total  co.'t  of  $1 10.9.5 
which  includes  S19.15  tor  printing  and  $81J20  for  distribi-.'aoa. 


